Youth urged to take up agriculture

James Kon

Local youth are urged to take up
agricultural activities amid concerns
over ageing farmers dominating the
sector. v

This was highlighted by Deputy
Permanent Secretary |l at the Min-
istry of Primary Resources and
Tourism (MPRT) Hajah Dahliana
binti Haji Aliakbar during the open-
ing ceremony of CULTIV8 Youth
Agripreneur Project organised in
collaboration with Bank Islam Brunei
Darussalam (BIBD) yesterday.

The deputy permanent secretary
said the issue of ageing farmers is a
problem faced by other countries
too. She said despite the ministry’s
encouragement, agricultural entre-
preneurs’ children are reluctant to
take over the operations.

Hajah Dahliana said the MPRT is
actively looking for youth to start ag-
riculture and fishery businesses but
acommon issue faced by interested
entrepreneurs is the lack of start up
capital.

The deputy permanent secretary
said the ministry is aspiring to make
use of advanced technology, such as
polybags, Internet of Things (loT) in
farming activities to negate the need
for farmers to work the land or toil
under the hot sun. /

Hajah Dahliana said the MPRT is
working to change the perception
of agricultural enterprise and that it
can be a high-income activity with
the potential to create millionaires.

It is with this aspiration that the
ministry, through Department of Ag-

“ riculture and Agrifood, is organising
youth exposure programmes with
briefings and visits to agricultural
sites to attract interests. The pro-
gramme has been held eight times
since 2018 as part of the ministry’s
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strategy to increase youth participa-
tion in the department’s strategic
plan.

The deputy permanent secretary
said the ministry is also engaging
with third parties to provide venture

capital for the youth to start their
agricultural enterprises without the
need for collaterals or guarantors.

Hajah Dahliana said MPRT's ef-
forts are bearing fruit as the project
with BIBD is providing facilities for
youth to start high technology agri-
cultural businesses.

She said the CULTIV8 Youth
Agripreneur Project aims to help
youth entrepreneurs venture into
the agricultural sector to generate
a good income and contribute to
Brunei’s economy. !

It also involves agriculture using
the greenhouse technology which
can increase yield, she said. -

Seven youth members have been
chosen to join the first cohort of
the project. They will be trained in
phases, starting with theories on
land management and placement in
farms before starting operations of
their own.

BIBD will provide financing for
clearing of farm land, building of
greenhouse and materials for planta-
tion.




